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AUTHOR’S NOTE
After I finished my first book on DOXA Dive Watches: DOXA SUB : FORTY YEARS :
1967 - 2007, I didn’t think there was much more to say about them and would
probably have to wait another forty years before I needed to update the book. Well,

that was an underestimation. This year (2012) saw the ten year anniversary of the
“new DOXA” and when I started to count up the number of watches that they had released in those ten years I was taken aback. If you include the two prototypes which
were auctioned for charity, DOXA have produced 59 models and I had covered less
than half of them in the book. Hmmm, time for a rethink.
To be honest with you all, writing the DOXA book was an amazing experience, but it
was also a royal pain in the arse at times. I really didn’t want to go through all that
again, so I decided I’d do a short version, make it an ebook and give it away. I was
working in Azerbaijan at the time and thought it would give me something to do in
the evenings because there really wasn’t much else to do there unless you were
looking to kill your liver. Well, you all know how that works out. You just can’t do
justice to the DOXA watches with two paragraphs and one picture so in the end I
plugged away and hopefully what you have here is much more complete than I had
expected.
I hope you enjoy it.

Dr. Peter McClean Millar - November 2012
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A NOTE ABOUT NAMING CONVENTIONS
Many DOXA aficionados will have noticed a few irregularities in the naming conventions of the DOXA SUBs, either on the dial, caseback or adverts. For example, some
SUB 750T models show SUB 750T on the dial while some are SUB750T (no space between the B and 7). A dial shows SUB 200 but the advert shows SUB 200T. Because of
this, DOXA have been accused of everything from poor quality control of dial manu-

facture to secret identification of special watches. Well, the truth is fairly simple.
Some adverts are just typographical errors. The other changes in the naming conventions were a way of trying to create extra exclusivity in what were already limited
edition SUBs. The one exception was the COSC SUB 750T Caribbean. Several of these
were spelt - Carribbean -. This was a genuine mistake. The dial manufacturers got
the spelling wrong and it wasn’t caught before final production. There are only 10 of
these SUBs out there (9 with a white sweep hand and 1 with an orange sweep hand)
and not surprisingly, no-one seems to want to sell them.
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Ten Years of the DOXA SUB

Image 1| The four vintage SUB variants

Ah, the good old days... The older we get, the more we like to think back and remi-

nisce about the good old days. Well, DOXA fanatics are no different. No matter
whether we were diving back in the late 60s or 70s or took to the water in the last

few years, we all look at the original DOXA SUBs and think of what it must have been
like to have been around when those iconic dive watches; the SUB 300 and then SUB
300T were introduced. A lot of air has flown through the regulator since those days
and “Yes,” I hear you say... “but the original SUB was for the old guys. Those days are

long gone and time and watches have moved on.” Well in 2012, even the young guys
get to be the old guys and reminisce because the modern DOXA SUB is 10 years old
and a new anniversary model has been released.
1

What may come as a surprise to many people is that in the last 10 years DOXA has

released a substantial number of dive watches based on the classic SUB 300 / 300T.
The new anniversary model also pays homage to the original but it is in essence the
result of the collaboration between DOXA owners, fans and DOXA forum members.
All the feedback of the past 10 years and all the surveys and poll results have been

incorporated into a watch which is arguably the best DOXA SUB ever. But all that
comes later. Let’s reminisce a little.

SUB 300T Reissue – A New Beginning

Image 2| The unique case design of the SUB 300T Reissue

In 2002 the DOXA phoenix was ready to be reborn and rise. Having been away from
the dive watch scene for over 20 years, DOXA needed a watch that not only harked
back to the glory days of the SUB 300T but also one that made a statement, saying;

“we’re back!” The designers and engineers looked long and hard at the original SUBs
from the 60s, 70s and 80s and came up with a watch and bracelet which did exactly
2

Image 3| SUB 300T Professional and Seahunter

that. It had elements of the old style Tonneau case and the unmistakable DOXA Non
Decompression bezel but it was bigger and had a radically different case shape and
bracelet. This was a watch that people
would notice, and get noticed it did.
Initially released in two versions, both
with the classic orange dial, one was
named

Professional

and

the

other

named Seahunter. The difference being
that the Seahunter had a non luminous
blue second hand and a small diver on
the dial. Later a black dial Sharkhunter

and a yellow dial Divingstar were released. The production run was scheduled for 1,000 watches in each color but
as has happened with other models in
the last ten years, DOXA increased the
rarity value of the Sharkhunter and

Image 4| SUB 300T Seahunter
3

Image 5| SUB 300T Sharkhunter
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Divingstar by discontinuing the watch when a new model was released. Only 20 of

the yellow Divingstar (using Seahunter casebacks) were ever produced making it one
of the rarest modern DOXA SUBs ever.
However, there are two even rarer models. A prototype SUB 300T Caribbean and a
Prototype SUB 300T Searambler were raffled off for charity. These watches never
made it into production.

Image 6| SUB 300T Caribbean Prototype
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Image 7| SUB 300T Searambler Prototype
6

Image 8| SUB 300T Seahunter
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Image 9| SUB 300T Divingstar
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SUB 250 Sharkhunter
If the SUB 300T Reissue showed that DOXA were prepared to think outside the classic, vintage Tonneau case shape, the SUB 250 Sharkhunter released in 2003 was a
portent of things to come. Only 200 watches were ever produced. The case dimen-

sions were: 41mm diameter, 49mm lug to lug, and 14mm height. It utilized an engraved metric solid stainless steel unidirectional rotating bezel, with the integrated
US Navy Air dive table and had the distinction of not having the depth numbers filled
with orange paint. Many owners rectified this by using model paint to fill in the numbers.

The movement was the ETA 2452 which was the same movement used in the vintage
SUB 250T and was assembled from New Old Stock parts.

Image 10| SUB 250 Sharkhunter
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One of the things which set the SUB 250 apart was not just the use of a non Tonneau
case but also the highly domed perspex crystal. It also only came with a rubber
strap.
By this time, DOXA no longer used Tritium for the luminous material on the watch
hands and dials. The T in 300T etc was used to signify Tritium, however now SuperLuminova was being used and hence the T was dropped from SUB 250.

Image 11| SUB 250 Sharkhunter

SUB 600T
In late November 2003 DOXA released a new generation of orange dialed SUB

watches, the SUB 600T. Both the reissue SUB 300T Professional and Seahunter were
sold out and it was unthinkable that the company which quite literally invented the
genre didn’t have an orange watch for sale. Like the SUB 300T before it, the 600T
10

Image 12| SUB 600T Professional and Divingstar

Image 13| SUB 600T Professional and Sharkhunter
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Image 14| SUB 600T Dirk Pitt advert

12

Image 15| SUB 600T Professional

was in honor of Dr. Clive Cussler whose fictional hero, Dirk Pitt, wears an Orange
Dial DOXA in over 20 novels. Rather than just increase the depth rating on the reissue 300T, DOXA sat down and redesigned the case and bracelet. They listened to
their customer feedback and came up with a watch and bracelet that was almost a

mirror image of the original SUB 300T Professional from thirty years before. It looked
like the original but had a lot more to add to the lineage.

For the new SUB 600T the orange dial had the same color code as the original sixties

dial. The dimensions of the watch were almost identical to the original SUB 300 (no
T) but instead of a flat crystal it had a 3mm thick sapphire crystal which was slightly
domed. Other changes included polished sides and a sturdy bracelet designed after

the vintage ricebead bracelet. One small change on the 600T was the small writing
around the 6 o'clock position on the dial, it had changed from: ‘T Swiss Made T’ to
just: ‘Swiss Made’.

13

The original SUB model was 300 without the T. When DOXA started using Tritium as
the luminous material on the hands and dial they revised the name to 300T. In 2002

US and EC regulations enforced a ban on importing watches with Tritium coatings
and the luminous material now had to be changed to Super-Luminova. The T in
DOXA’s SUB models now stands for Taucher which is the German word for Diver.

Image 16| SUB 600T Sharkhunter

The SUB 600T had a fleeting moment of celluloid fame in 2005 when it was featured
in the movie SAHARA starring Matthew McConaughey as Dirk Pitt. While the movie

was not well received by many people, including Clive Cussler, it was great to see the
orange dialed DOXA front and center in several scenes.
The 600T was available with the orange Professional dial (a limited number were re14

Image 17| SUB 600T Dirk Pitt Advert

leased with Dirk Pitt instead of Professional on the dial), black Sharkhunter dial and a
very small number with yellow Divingstar dials. Unfortunately Clive Cussler

and the filmmakers had a serious and
litigious falling out during the making
of the movie which resulted in Cussler
removing all support for it.

Whether

any pressure was brought to bear on

DOXA is debatable but the Dirk Pitt
SUB 600T version stopped being sold.
It is unknown how many were produced but it is conceivable that what
was supposed to be a limited edition

Image 18| SUB 600T Dirk Pitt
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Image 19| SUB 600T Divingstar

Image 20| The SUB 600T family
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is, infact, very limited indeed. It is worth noting that the casebacks of the next gen-

eration of SUB, the 750T, initially said Dirk Pitt Edition in commemoration of the
movie.

SUB750T
Before we even get started on the SUB750T it has to be pointed out that it is not a
typo and it should read SUB 750T (with a space between the B and 7). DOXA for
some unknown reason decided that for the 750T range, there would be no space.
Well, except for some of the early production watches and the Searambler which although marketed as a SUB750T actually does have a space on the dial and the Professional Chronometer (COSC) which also has a space! The no space dial lettering
only lasted for the 750T model.
In 2005, just a little over a year after the release of the SUB 600T, DOXA once again
upgraded the SUB and once again it used the classic Tonneau case and rice bead

Image 21| SUB750T Professional
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Image 22| SUB750T Searambler

18

Image 23| SUB750T Caribbean

bracelet. But this time it was bigger, the dimensions had grown almost 2mm in
length and width and 1mm in height. The crystal was back to being flat and the
caseback which had a Jenny logo insert on the 600T was now a solid one piece affair.
Other small improvements included a 120 click bezel and a redesigned crown. Like

the 600T before it, the 750T utilised an Imperial Non Decompression (NoDeCo) bezel
as opposed to the Metric bezel on the SUB 300T Reissue from 2002. The movement
was the tried and tested ETA 2824-2 which by now was becoming the staple for the
DOXA SUB range.

Due to the increase in size of the watch case, the dial and hands had to be enlarged
with a subsequent increase in the amount of luminous material. This gave the benefit of extra readability at night or at greater depth.
The final change to the SUB750T was the use of screwed links on the bracelet and
19

Image 24| SUB750T Caseback
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Image 25| SUB750T Sharkhunter
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Image 26| SUB750T Sharkhunter Military
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Image 27| SUB750T Sharkhunter Military
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Image 28| SUB750T Professional

Solid End Links (SEL), which was something that many customers had been asking
for. Overall the 750T was an improvement on the SUBs that had gone before and
even though bigger than the vintage models or 600T it was recognized as being one
of the most comfortable models ever.
Along with the orange Professional dial and black Sharkhunter dial, the 750T saw the

first silver Searambler dial in a DOXA SUB since the 1970s and a new blue Caribbean

24

Image 29| SUB750T Sharkhunter ‘White Shark’
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Image 30| SUB 750T Divingstar COSC

Image 31| SUB 750T Professional Military
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dial was introduced. DOXA then went one step further and produced a SUB750T with
a black PVD coating, a first for both the SUB range and DOXA.

There was actually one other (unintentionally) limited variant and that was the 750T
Sharkhunter “White Shark”, so named by the fans because of the use of a white min-

ute hand rather than the orange one used in the rest of the Sharkhunters. It was
never meant to be a limited edition as such, it was just that DOXA changed a design

element during the production run. With only fifty pieces ever having been made it is
not surprising that they rarely come up for sale.
Image 32| German advert for the SUB 750T Professional GMT
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SUB 750T GMT
Using the 750T case as a base, DOXA took a bold design decision and released a

variant with a GMT movement in late 2006. Available with orange, black, yellow and
blue dials the GMT SUB was well received and allowed the wearer to set 3 different

Image 33| SUB 750T Caribbean GMT
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Image 34| SUB 750T Sharkhunter GMT
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Image 35| SUB 750T Divingstar GMT
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Image 36| SUB 750 Professional GMT

timezones. In order to be able to do this the ETA 2824-2 was replaced with a highgrade ETA 2893-2. This had the same 28,800 beats per hour but with the addition
of a fully adjustable GMT hand.

Unlike many other GMT watches which used a solid hand or one with an arrow head
to differentiate from the normal hour hand, DOXA chose to go with an enlarged
31

skeleton hand.
Like the SUB 750T that it was based on the GMT wore very well and in fact due to the
smaller dial and 24 hour chapter ring it seemed smaller than the 750T. One of the
things which accounted for this was the increased thickness of the GMT bracelet.

Consistent with their desire to improve the quality and functionality of the SUB range
with each new model DOXA modified the standard 750T bracelet which gave a better
balance to the whole watch head / bracelet combination.

SUB600 T-GRAPH
Hot on the heels of the SUB750T introduction, DOXA released what was probably the
most sought after SUB in the Reissue line – the SUB600 T-GRAPH. Based on the
enlarged 750T case, the T-GRAPH was the modern version of the vintage SUB 200T-

Image 37| SUB600 T-Graph Professional and SUB750T Professional
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Image 38| SUB600 T-Graph Professional
33

Image 39| SUB600 T-Graph Sharkhunter
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Image 40| SUB600 T-Graph Professional

Image 41| SUB600 T-Graph Professional
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Image 42| SUB600 T-Graph Sharkhunter

GRAPH. The vintage model is easily one of the most sought after DOXA’s and none
other than Gene Cernan, the last man to walk on the moon, used to own one which,
incidentally, still works flawlessly and is in pristine condition.
In upgrading to the modern version, DOXA utilized an ETA 2894, 37 jewels movement. This was different to the vintage 2 register, Eberhard calibre 310-82 in that

the modern ETA had a 3 register capability. At the time DOXA considered disabling
one of the registers to keep the dial design similar to the symmetrical vintage T-

GRAPH but decided in the end not to change the functionality of the movement for
the sake of aestethics. The 3 register dial was not the only difference compared to

the vintage T-GRAPH, the chronograph pushers were now screwed for extra water

resistance and also a commemorative plate with ‘2005 Edition’ was embedded into
the side of the case. Available in only orange Professional and black Sharkhunter,
the SUB600T-GRAPH was limited to 250 pieces and sold out quickly.
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SUB 1000T
Moving on to 2007, it was now time for DOXA to release a new updated version of
the classic SUB design. Although the SUB750T was a very comfortable watch, it was
felt to be too big and heavy for many people. Realizing that there was a need for a
SUB that was closer to the vintage 300T, DOXA released the SUB 1000T. Yet again
there was an increase in depth rating and a few minor refinements to the model. The

crystal was now domed but less so than the 600T. The lug width had reverted to a
standard 20mm rather than the 21mm for the 750T range and the case back increased in thickness and incorporated a newly designed Jenny logo.

Just like the SUB750T, which had been the base model for a number of different
watches, the SUB 1000T would also prove to be the parent of several different variations. These, however, would mostly only be dial changes. Along with what had now
become DOXA’s two primary colors; orange Professional, and black Sharkhunter, the
SUB 1000T also came in yellow Divingstar and blue Caribbean. Limited edition versions with a TUSA logo and Project Aware logo and all black PVD Professional and
PVD Sharkhunter versions were also added to the production run. One other variation
was produced. Following on from a tradition that had been started with the SUB

Image 43| SUB 1000T Professional COSC
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Image 44| SUB 1000T Specifications
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Image 45| SUB 1200T Sharkhunter
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Image 46| SUB 1000T Professional
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Image 47| SUB 1000T Sharkhunter Military
41

Image 48| SUB 1000T Profesional Military
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Image 49| SUB 1000T Caribbean
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Image 50| SUB 1000T Professional Project Aware
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Image 51| SUB 1000T TUSA
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Image 52| SUB 1000T TUSA
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Image 53| SUB 1000T Divingstar
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750T, a COSC specification model was added which was further distinguished from
the standard SUB 1000T by incorporating a SEAHUNTERS dive helmet logo in the dial.

A Searambler version with a larger case and HRV was proposed but before it was released to the public, DOXA upgraded the depth rating and it became the SUB 1200T.

SUB 5000T
The end of 2007 saw the introduction of a DOXA SUB which was unlike any that had

come before. There had been murmurings among the fans that DOXA needed to
come up with a new design which would increase the amount of lume on the dial, incorporate a Helium Release Valve and have a bracelet with a micro adjustment. DOXA
responded with the SUB 5000T Conquistador.

Image 54| SUB 5000T Professional Prototype with Conquistador on dial
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Image 55| SUB 5000T Sharkhunter
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And what a response it was… Bigger, stronger, faster… The 5000T was unmistakably
a DOXA SUB. The vintage DNA was there but new elements had been introduced

Image 56| SUB 5000T Professional

Image 57| SUB 5000T Professional
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Image 58| SUB 5000T Sharkhunter Military
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Image 59| SUB 5000T Caribbean

which raised the bar again. An orange dial Professional, black dial Sharkhunter, blue
dial Caribbean and all black PVD Sharkhunter completed the lineup for a SUB now
rated to 5,000 feet.
By vintage SUB 300T standards the SUB 5000T was massive. It was the biggest,
heaviest and most substantial watch DOXA had ever made. This was a SUB that
kicked ass and took names. Gone was the workhorse ETA 2824-2, replaced by the

upscale ETA 2892-A2. The case incorporated a HRV reminiscent of the iconic vintage
SUB 300T Conquistador and the new heavy duty bracelet, which was now screwed to
the massive case, utilised an ingenious micro adjustment, push-button clasp.

In order to increase the amount of luminous material on the dial new hour markers
had to be used and in a further differentiation to the previous generation of SUBs,
DOXA made them silver instead of the traditional black. Consequentially, the hands
were also changed to silver.

52

Image 60| SUB 300T Conquistador and SUB 5000T Conquistador Prototype

The new bracelet, while completely different to anything used on a SUB before, gave
a nod to the old rice bead bracelet by using a number of polished ‘beads’ in the
links.

The name on the dial was originally Conquistador in honor of the vintage HRV SUB
but unfortunately it was no longer available for use so Seaconqueror was used in-

stead. Although almost 40 years apart, which is more than a lifetime in terms of de-

sign in the watch world, the two Conquistadors were as much alike as they were different.

SUB 800Ti
Even though the SUB 5000T had been released, DOXA weren’t finished with the 750T
case yet. There was one more iteration left to try and in November 2008 DOXA went
53

Image 61| SUB 800Ti Professional
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Image 62| SUB 800Ti Sharkhunter
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Image 63| SUB 800Ti Professional

for Titanium. Several watch companies use Titanium as their case and bracelet material. It is very strong and wear resistant but the greatest attribute is that it is very
light.
Titanium was a first for a DOXA SUB. Also a first was the use of Tritium tubes for the

hands and markers. Unlike Super-Luminova, which has to be ‘charged’ by light before it will glow, Tritium has self generating luminosity due to it’s radioactive decay.
56

This gives it the advantage that it will be glowing just as brightly at 8 o’clock in the

morning as it was at 11 o’clock the previous night. Provided it is sealed in glass vials, Tritium is permitted to be used for watches.

Image 64| SUB 800Ti Sharkhunter

The use of Tritium also allowed DOXA to put something on the bottom of their dials
which they hadn’t been able to do in many years... The letter T. Pick up an 800Ti and
look closely! Also look closely at the sweep hand. There is no Tritium vial in it. In fact
there is no luminous material in it at all! The only possible solution for a luminous

sweep hand was to use Super-Luminova but DOXA decided against it, wishing to
keep the watch totally Tritium based.

A further modification from the standard SUB 750T setup was the use of the SUB
5000T bracelet. But like the watch case, it also was fabricated from Titanium. Available in only the orange dial Professional and the black dial Sharkhunter, the 800Ti

really was a departure from the norm for DOXA but everything came together to
make a very unique SUB indeed.

SUB 200T
Diving isn’t just for men. Around the world there are millions of women who enjoy
the sport and many are more accomplished than their male counterparts. Many of
57

Image 65| SUB 200 Coralline Advert
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Image 66| SUB 200T Coralline
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Image 67| SUB 200T Nymph

Image 68| SUB 200T Nymph caseback
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these women would also like to wear a DOXA dive watch but with the trend towards
bigger and heavier watches, the only one that comes close for a woman is the SUB
600T. Given the fact that they were sold out a long time ago and rarely come up for
sale, DOXA decided to resurrect the SUB 200T ladies watch in September 2009.
The SUB 200T has a greater connection to the vintage SUBs than any of the modern

DOXAs because the cases are New Old Stock which were produced in the 1970s. In
2003 DOXA uncovered a cache of 100 complete SUB 200 ladies divers (50 orange
dial and 50 silver dial). They refurbished them and offered them for sale. Not surprisingly they were snapped up very quickly. These were designated SUB 200 and not
SUB 200T. There were also a number of cases left over which DOXA refurbished and
decided to use to produce a modern equivalent, the SUB 200T. The ‘new’ SUB 200T
utilizes a modern bracelet, improved bezel, thicker crystal and modern movement.
The SUB 200T is much smaller than the man’s SUB 300T; measuring 36mm from lug
to lug, 35mm in diameter including crown, 11mm in height and a 16mm lug width. It
comes in the three original variants as well: The orange dial Coralline, the black dial
Seamaid and the silver dial Nymph. They are in every way a classic DOXA SUB, just
smaller.

600T-GRAPH 40th Anniversary

Image 69| SUB 600T-Graph Professional
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Image 70| SUB 600T-Graph Professional
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Image 71| SUB 600T-Graph Searambler Mock-up

Image 72| SUB 600T-Graph Searambler
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In 2008, to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the original DOXA SUB, DOXA

released a 2 register version of the SUB600T-Graph. At first glance, other than the
different dial layout, the new T-Graph looked identical to the previous 600T-GRAPH.

Image 73| SUB 600T-Graph Sharkhunter
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However, there were several subtle differences. The subdials were more silver in appearance and the commemorative plate on the side now read; ‘1967-2007’.

The thing that really set the 40th Anniversary T-GRAPH apart from the 2005 version
was that the chronograph pushers were now operable underwater. The internal seal-

ing arrangement had been changed to allow the pushers to be depressed after unscrewing the collars and still maintain water tightness even at depth.

Initially the anniversary T-GRAPH was only going to be made available in orange Professional and black Sharkhunter, however, the DOXA fans called for a Searambler

dial. DOXA listened and produced a small amount. Like the 2005 version, the 40th
Anniversary T-Graph was limited to 250 pieces and sold out quickly.

SUB 1200T
One of the things that DOXA fans had long called for was the inclusion of a Helium
Release Valve in a classic SUB case. The SUB 5000T had the HRV but many people
wanted a smaller case size. As the SUB 1000T had almost identical dimensions to the
vintage 300T, it seemed that it would be a logical choice. And so the SUB 1200T was
born. It had an increased depth rating, a HRV and as the marketing slogan said; “The
DOXA SUB 1200T – as close to the original as you can get without time travel.”

Image 74| SUB 1200T Professional
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Image 75| SUB 1200T Professional
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Image 76| SUB 1200T Sharkhunter
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Image 77| SUB 1200T Diving With Legends

The SUB 1200T was initially available in Professional, Sharkhunter and Searambler
models and one other… The Diving With Legends (DWL) version. The Diving With
Legends book was about famous divers and their underwater exploits. DOXA had

Image 78| SUB 1200T Searambler
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long wanted to put something back into the profession and sport that had helped
make their name in the dive watch world, so a tie in with the DWL book seemed a

logical match. Only 99 SUB 1200T DWL watches were produced, of which 25 were
presented to the book contributors at the Our World Underwater dive show in Chicago in February 2010.

Image 79| SUB 1200T Project Aware II

Other variations of the SUB 1200T were produced: The Project Aware 1200T which
enabled DOXA to donate to the Project Aware Foundation which is a growing movement of scuba divers protecting the ocean planet – one dive at a time.

As DOXA said when they released three hundred pieces of the new SUB in December

2011; “Over the past two decades of underwater conservation we’ve learned that divers are true leaders in ocean protection. We’re ocean heroes numbering in the mil-

lions across the globe. We believe together our actions will make a huge impact and
will help to rescue the ocean.
With new programs and more online resources than ever before, Project Aware supports an unprecedented global movement of divers acting in their own communities
to protect oceans and implement lasting change.
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Image 80| SUB 1200T Professional
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Image 81| SUB 1200T NUMA

Image 82| SUB 1200T NUMA Blue
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We’re focusing in on two major ocean issues – Sharks in Peril and Marine Debris, or

trash in our ocean. Truly, there are many conservation issues converging on our
ocean planet at once, but we’re concentrating on these serious problems where
scuba divers are uniquely positioned to directly and positively affect real, long-term
change in these two areas.”

Then there was the turquoise dial NUMA and the NUMA blue. Both equally striking
and unique. There had been a mock up of a turquoise dial DOXA in 2005 and since
that time there had been a steady clamor for a NUMA SUB. It seemed fitting that if

Dirk Pitt could get his own DOXA then NUMA should get one too. A SUB 1200T with
the turquoise NUMA dial was released in August 2010 and limited to only 50
watches, followed a year later by the SUB 1200T NUMA Blue limited to 100 watches.
Turquoise was chosen because it is the official color of the NUMA organization.

Image 83| Vintage SUB 300T Conquistador and SUB 1200T Diving With Legends

After just over 40 years, life had come almost full circle. The SUB 300T HRV had become the SUB 1200T HRV and in the last 10 years DOXA had shown the dive watch

world that the DOXA SUB was back and proving that the old saying was true... The
more things change, the more they stay the same. The DOXA SUB was a true classic
and true classics never go out of style.
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SUB 1200T – Royal Australian Navy Clearance Diver

Image 84| SUB 1200T Royal Australian Clearance Diver

Over the last ten years DOXA have made a number of special edition watches, like
the NUMA and Project Aware, but it was a post by Matt Ryan on the DOXA forum that
alerted everyone to a new special limited edition which would not be available to the
public. I’ll let Matt tell it…

“I just wanted to share with you the Royal Australian Navy Clearance Divers DOXA.
After 8 years in an operational diving team and 10 years working offshore in the oil
and gas industry as a saturation diver I wanted to create a memorable time piece.

One that would bring back the memories of my time spent in the Australian Navy

Diving Teams, something I could wear everyday and would represent diving. It would
be truly unique and something that I would eventually be able to pass onto my son
and he to his son. So began my search contacting various watch manufacturers until
I finally settled on the DOXA.
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Ultimately the choice was easy as DOXA was steeped in diving history, the fact that
the original DOXA SUB was first tested in 1966, the same year the Royal Australian
Navy introduced the concept of the Clearance Diving Teams. Add to that fact that
DOXA would allow us to change the appearance of the face of the watch making it

unique to the Royal Australian Navy Diving Branch and I was sold. Working with 2
other Clearance Diving team members and DOXA’s Rick Marei, about 1000 emails
later we had our initial working design.

We chose the DOXA SUB 1200T, with a blue and white color scheme to represent the
Navy. We then added the Clearance Diving rate badge (Helmet with the C) that is
awarded to a Navy Clearance Diver only on successful completion of the 2 weeks
ships divers course, 2 week selection course and the 30 week Clearance Diving
course. We also moved the word DOXA to the centre of the dial so it was unique to
the other 1200T's. We also added a blue metric Bezel as Australia works in metric
and it was more befitting.
The back of the watch will be personalized with each members name and official
number plus 'United and Undaunted' which is the Royal Australian Navy's Clearance
Diving Motto. We decided to call the watch the United and Undaunted DOXA. I must
admit, I initially though it would take us a little over a month to complete, however
just over 3 months later the extra time and effort is reflected in the end result.

Image 85| Royal Australian Clearance Diver belt buckle
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I'm extremely proud of my time spent in the Australian Navy as a Clearance Diver

and the fact I will now have a DOXA on my wrist reminding me of those times is a
perfect match. The most professional Diving unit in the world married to the epitome
of diving watches, what’s not to love? I hope fellow DOXA lovers appreciate this as

much as we do. A special thanks must go out to Rick Marei who worked tirelessly
and was always available for comment or help. Thanks mate!!!”

SUB 1500T
When DOXA released the SUB 5000T it polarized many people. Some were delighted
that DOXA had moved away from the traditional case shape and dial layout, others
were dismayed that the dial was no longer the traditional four quadrant design with
the large luminous rectangles flanked by black markers. I remember very shortly after the 5000T arrived, opening it up and substituting the SUB 750T dial to see what
it would look like. It looked good! Many people on the forum were fans also so it was
really no surprise when in September 2011, DOXA released the SUB 1500T which was
basically the SUB 5000T with the SUB 750T dial. It measured 45mm in diameter
(excluding crown), 15mm in height, had a length of 47mm, a weight of 219 grams, a

Image 86| SUB 1500T Professional
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dial diameter of 30.2mm, incorporated a HRV and used the 25 jewel ETA 2829
movement. This was the original SUB 300T Conquistador HRV on steroids.

DOXA limited the production to 1500 watches and only made it available as the orange dial Professional. However, there were two versions. One used the normal
stainless steel case and bracelet while the other had the PVD livery.
The orange dial with a PVD case had previously been tried by one of the DOXA forum
members who bought both the 750T Professional and 750T Sharkhunter Military and
swopped dials. It looked great. What had already been tried with the SUB 1000T Professional Military worked again with the SUB 1500T.

Image 87| SUB 1500T Professional
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Image 88| SUB 1500T Professional Military
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SUB 4000T

Image 89| SUB 4000T Professional

April 2012 was the ten year anniversary of the start of the new phase of the DOXA

SUB evolution, and just as the SUB 300T Reissue took elements of the vintage SUB
and blended them with new modern watchmaking materials and skills, so too did the
SUB 4000T.
Limited to five hundred pieces and available in four distinct versions, the 4000T once
again, quite literally, changed the face of the DOXA SUB. It had all the trademarks of
a DOXA SUB: NoDeCo bezel: check, classic four quadrant orange dial: check, HRV:
check, slightly domed Sapphire crystal: check, classic SUB hands: check. But some-

thing had changed. The Tonneau case was gone and so was the ricebead bracelet. In
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fact on two of the models even the iconic NoDeCo bezel was gone, replaced by a
Sapphire bezel, and there was something new on the dial: a SAFE DIVE indicator.

Just like the SUB 300T Reissue ten years previously, the SUB 4000T was a watch that
got people talking.

Image 90| SUB 4000T Professional
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Image 91| SUB 4000T Sharkhunter Sapphire
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The SUB 4000T measured 48mm long, lug to lug, 47mm wide including crown and
16mm high, with a 22mm lug width that incorporated a radically new bracelet design
unlike anything ever seen on a DOXA SUB before.

Image 92| SUB 4000T Professional

The SAFE DIVE indicator was an extra
function built into the ETA 2897 movement. Effectively a power reserve indicator
which DOXA had renamed. The ETA 2897

is calibrated to run for approximately 42

hours on a full wind. Assuming a linear

power usage then each of the four markers would represent just over 10 hours.
To many people the indicator was the
most contentious aspect of the new design. To many others it was a worthwhile
Image 93| SUB 4000T Professional dial
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addition which did what it was supposed to do; indicate how much power was left in
the mainspring.

Image 94| SUB 4000T Professional Sapphire
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Image 95| SUB 4000T Sharkhunter Sapphire
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Image 66| SUB 4000T Sharkhunter

Contentious or not, the SUB 4000T marked an evolutionary leap for DOXA. For ten
years it had traded on the classic SUB 300 / 300T design with occasional forays away
from the tried and tested and unmistakable DOXA look. The SUB 4000T was a forerunner of things to come.

SUB 300 T-Graph
The Basel watch fair held every April in Basel, Switzerland is literally the Superbowl or
FA Cup Final for watches. Every major manufacturer and many not so major manufacturers exhibit their latest and greatest for an adoring public. At the 2012 event
DOXA unveiled the latest iteration of their T-Graph; the SUB 300 T-Graph. Like the
SUB 4000T it was available with orange Professional and Black Sharkhunter dials with
either the NoDeCo bezel or the new Sapphire bezel first introduced with the 4000T.

The SUB 300 T-Graph used the same case and bracelet as the SUB 4000T, with the
addition of screwed pushers for the chronograph movement. The pushers were op84

Image 97| SUB 300 T-Graph Sharkhunter Sapphire
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Image 98| SUB 300 T-Graph Professional
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Image 99| SUB 300 T-Graph Professional

Image 100| SUB 300 T-Graph Professional caseback
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Image 101| SUB 300 T-Graph Sharkhunter
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Image 102| SUB 300 T-Graph Professional Sapphire
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erational underwater and the movement was the ETA 2894 previously used in the
SUB 300T-Graph from 2004. It was limited to only five hundred pieces with the production run being split evenly between NoDeCo and Sapphire bezels.

Miscellaneous
This section is for things that didn’t seem to fit anywhere else but were too good to
leave out of the book.

Image 103| Jean-Michel Cousteau wearing a SUB 1200T

The picture above shows Jean-Michel Cousteau wearing a SUB 1200T. The same
watch was later auctioned off to support the Ocean Futures Society which is dedicated to raising awareness to the many threats facing many marine eco-systems.
Jean-Michel Cousteau’s Ocean Futures Society has chosen the DOXA SUB as the Ex90

pedition Team’s official time keeper.
“I depended on my original DOXA SUB during the many expeditions I was on with my
father,” says Jean-Michel. “I am proud to have my expedition team wear the DOXA
SUB again!”
The original DOXA SUB was designed with the input of Jean-Michel’s father and coinventor of the SCUBA regulator; Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau.

As I said in the acknowledgements; no DOXA book is complete without a mention of
Dr. Clive Cussler who through his hero Dirk Pitt literally kept the DOXA SUB flame
alive during the dark days of the late 80’s and 1990’s. The photo is of him wearing
his SUB 300T Reissue, number 001/1000.

Image 104| Dr. Clive Cussler wearing his SUB 300T Reissue
91

I think most people reading this book will be as surprised as I was to see just how
many watches DOXA have released over the last ten years. They sure have tried to

cater for every taste but some people, myself included, have made custom ‘DOXA’
watches based on our own designs. What follows are a few that definitely didn’t

completely come from DOXA in Switzerland. First up is a bead blasted blue dial SUB
300T Reissue and a SUB 600T which was PVD coated long before DOXA ever released

Image 105| SUB 300T Reissue blue dial
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Image 106| SUB 600T Sharkhunter PVD

an

official

PVD

SUB.

Both

watches were ‘constructed’ by
Jack Alexyon at International
Watch Works.
DOXA never made a SUB 250 in
any dial color other than the
black Sharkhunter. Long before
my wife started to commandeer
my DOXAs I made up an orange
dial for one of the SUB 250
cases. I called it the 300T Seafire. Here’s how it turned out.
Next is a drawing by Greg Bottle which is of a green Irishstar

dial with a shamrock as the

logo. The image following it is
my interpretation of the drawing using a SUB 300T Reissue
case and movement. Unfortunately the dial printers used a
lucky 4 leaf clover instead of a
Image 107| SUB 300T Seafire

traditional 3 leaf shamrock.
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Image 108| Drawing of a SUB 600T Irishstar
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Image 109| SUB 600T Irishstar
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Another dial which I asked Graeme Haughton to mock up was never produced but I
think you can see why I liked it!

Image 110| SUB 1200T Sharkhunter Diving With Legends dial

Not surprisingly, DOXA dive watches get associated with some of the worlds most
famous and accomplished divers and underwater explorers, but the guys who do
their stuff mostly out of the water are partial to the orange dials as well. Archaeolo96

gist and associate professor Dr. Chris Begley, who is also the director of The Explo-

ration Foundation, an organization that leads guided expeditions and cultural ex-

Image 111| Dr. Chris Begley and his SUB750T Professional
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changes in some of the world’s most isolated locations wears one. Whether whitewa-

ter rafting in Honduras, surviving the jungles of Central America or mountain climbing in Peru, Chris is often surprised by the number of people who frequently ask
about his orange DOXA SUB750T.
Finally, it is worth saying a few words about the COSC notation found on some of the

DOXA SUB models. COSC stands for Contrôle Officiel Suisse des Chronomètres, the
Official Swiss Chronometer Testing Institute, which is the institute responsible for
certifying the accuracy and precision of wristwatches in Switzerland. Three laboratories now test the movements submitted by individual watch manufacturers to be
granted chronometer status. They are in Biel / Bienne, Geneva and Le Locle. Testing
criteria are based on ISO 3159 which defines a wrist chronometer with springbalance oscillator. Only movements which meet the precision criteria established under ISO 3159 are granted an official chronometer certificate.
Each uncased movement is individually tested for fifteen days, in five positions, at
three different temperatures. Measurements are made daily with the aid of cameras.

Image 112| SUB 1000T Divingstar COSC
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Based on these measurements, seven eliminatory criteria are calculated, each of

which must be met. Ultimately the average daily movement timing must fall between
−4/+6 seconds per day. It is not unknown for non COSC DOXA movements to be
within this range.

And that just about wraps it up for the last ten years of the DOXA SUB. Like most
DOXA fans and collectors, I’m really looking forward to seeing what surprises are in
store over the next ten years. No doubt there will be some radical designs forthcom-

ing and changes to the traditional, iconic elements that make up the venerable classic SUB. However, one thing is certain, there will be a lot of orange!
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